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IN THE CLAIMS 

The current claims follow. For claims not marked as amended in this response, any 
difference in the claims below and the previous state of the claims is unintentional and in the nature 
of a typogr^hical eiTor. 

1 . (Previously Presented) . For use in a first wireless network, a border base station 
enable of providing reliable hard handoffs between the first wireless network and a second wireless 
network, the border base station comprising: 

a base station controller operable to manage communications resources within the first 
wireless networkj 

a first base transceiver station coupled to the base station controller, the first base transceiver 
station operable to provide communication for a mobile station in the first wireless network; and 

a transition base transceiver sfaition coupled to the base station controlla- and located in 
proxunity to a second base transceiver station, the transition base transceiver station operable to 
provide communication for tihe mobile station in the second wireless network, the second base 
transceiver station part of the second wireless network and operable to provide communication for 
the mobile station in the second wireless network, 

wherein the base station controller is furfiier operable to perform a hard handoff for the 
mobile station between the transition base transceiver station and the second base transceivo' station; 
and 
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wherem the base sUtion controller is further operable to perfoim the hard handoff for the 
mobile station between the transition base transceiver station and the second base transceiver station 
when the mobile station reaches a border for a hard handoff region, the hard handoff region aportion 
of the second wireless network. 

2. (Previously Presented) The border base station of Claim 1, the base station cotxtcoller 
further operable to perfom a soft handoff for the mobile station between the first base transceiver 
station and the transition base transceiver station. 

3. (Original) The border base station of Claim 2, the base station controller operable to 
perform the soft handofif for the mobile station between the jEbrst base transceiver station and the 
transition base transceiver station when the mobile station reaches an overlap region between the first 
wireless network and the second wireless network. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Original) The border base station of Claim 1, the first base transceiver station 
operable to provide communication for the mobile station in the first wireless network at a first 
earner frequency, the transition base transceiver station operable to provide communication for the 
mobile station in the second wireless network at the first canier frequency, and the second base 
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transceiver station operable to provide coramunication for the mobile station in the second wireless 
network at a second carrier firequ^cy. 

6- (Previously Presented) A fbst wireless netvrorkcoinpilsingapluiality of border base 
stations, each one of the bord^ base stations capable of providing reliable hard handoffe between the 
first wireless network and a second wireless network, each border base station comprisiag: 

a base station controller operable to manage communications resources within the first 
wireless network; 

a first base transceiver station coupled to the base station controller, the first base transceiver 
station operable to provide communication for a mobile station in the first wireless network; and 

a transition base transceiver station coupled to the base station controller and located in 
proximity to a second base trajosceiver station, the transition base transceiver station operable to 
provide conmiunication for the mobile station in the second wireless network, the second base 
transceiver station part of the second wireless network and operable to provide communication for 
the mobile station in the second wireless network, 

wherein the base station controller is fimher operable to perfoim a hard handoff for the 
mobile station between the transition base transceiver station and the second base transceiver station; 
and 

wherein the base station controller is further operable to perform the hard handoff for the 
mobile station between the transition base transceiver station and the second base traxisceiver station 
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whcnlhemobile station reachesaborderforahardhandoffregion, the hard ha^^^ 
of the second wireless nctwoik. 

7. (Previously Presented) The wireless network of Claim 6, the base station conteoUer 
further operable to perform a soft handoff for the mobile station between the first base transceiver 
station and the transition base transceiver station. 



8. (Original) The wireless network of Claim 7, the base station controller operable to 
perform the soft handoff for the mobile station between the first base transceiver station and the 
transition base transceiver station when the mobile station reaches an overly region between the first 
wireless network and the second wireless network. 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Original) The wireless ndworicofClaim 6, the first base transceivCT station operable 
to provide communication for the mobile station in the first wireless netwOTk at a first carrier 
firequency, the ttansition base transceiver station operable to provide communication for the mobile 
station in the second wireless network at the first carrier firequency, and the second base transceiver 
station operable to provide communication for the mobile station in the second wireless network at a 
second carrier fi?equency. 
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11. (PreviouslyPrwented) For use in a border base station in a fiist wireless network, a 
method forprovidingreliable hard handoffebetweenthe first wireless network and a second wireless 
network, the method comprising: 

perfonning a soft haudoff for a mobile station between a fiist base transceiver station in flie 
first wireless network and a transition base Iraasceivcr station in the first wireless network; and 

pCTfotming a hard handoJBF for the mobile station between tiie transition base transceivK 
station and a second base transcdver station in the second wireless network when the mobile station 
reaches a border for a hard handofif region, the hard handoffregion a portion of the second wireless 
network, the transition base transceiver station located in proxinxity to tfie second base transceiver 
station, without perfonning an interveninghard handoff between flie first base transceiver station and 
the transition base transceiver station. 

12. (Original) The method of Claim 1 1, performing the soft handoff for the mobile 
station comprising performing Ihe soft handoff when the mobile station reaches an overlap region 
between the first wireless network and the second wireless network. 

13. (Cancelled) 
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14. (Original) The method of Claim 1 1, perfonning the soft handoff between the first 
base trazxsceiver station and the transition base transceiver station comprising performing tihe soft 
handoflf fix)m the first base transceiver station to the transition base transceiver station, and 
perfoiming the hard handoff between the transition base transceiver station and the second base 
transceiver station comprising performing the hard handoff from the transition base Iransceiver 
station to the second base transceiver station. 

15. (Original) The method of Claim 11, performing the soft handoff between the first 
base transceiver station and the transition base transceiver station comprising pCTfoiming the soft 
handoff from the transition base transceiver station to the first base transceiver station, and 
performing the hard handoflf between the transition base transceiver station and the second base 
transceiver station comprising perfotming the hard handoff from the second base transceiver station 
to the transition base transceiver station. 

16. (Original) The method of Claim 1 1, fiirther comprising: 

providing communication for the mobile station at a first carrier frequency in the first 
wireless network; and 

providing commtmication for the mobile station at the first carrier frequency and at a second 
carrier frequency in the second wireless network. 
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17. (Original) The method of Claim 16, providing commiaiication for llie mobile station 
at the first earner firequency in the first wireless network comprising providing commimication for 
flie mobile station at the first carrier firequency with the first base transceiver station. 

18. (Original) The method of Claim 16, providing conmmmcation for ttiernobile station 
at the first carrier firequency in the second wireless network comprisingproviding communication for 
the mobile station at the first carrier frequency with Gie transition base transceiver station. 

19. (Original) Tlie method of Claim 16, providing coinmunicatiQn for the mobile station 
at the second carrier firequency in the second wireless network comprising providing communication 
for the mobile station at the second carrier firequency with the second base transceiver station. 
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